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deemed an impossibility, since I am of opinion that Japanese
principles cannot possibly stand alone, the result must be
that Western principles will carry everything before them ;
the whole of society will bend before it like trees before a
mighty wind. When I say that Japanese civilisation cannot
stand alone, I do not mean to imply that it will become
entirely extinct It may still appeal to the sentiments of a
small section of the nation, but its influence on the destiny of
the nation as a whole will be so small as to be imperceptible.
In the event of things turning out so, Japan will have cast
in her lot, once and for all, with Europe and America, and
her future will then be inseparably bound up with theirs."
Meantime, however, Western religion, science, and economics
are in a transition state, and it is impossibleIto foretell the next
stages in their development The peoples of the Far East
must therefore not be in too great a hurry to copy from the
West, for in what is best in their own philosophy may
possibly be found the key to the civilisation of the future.

The aspect of civilisation which bears most directly on

international relations is that of the commercial  morality

of the peoples concerned.    In the preceding

mor^mlhe chapters we have seen that in'the early days

East and the   o{ contact of the East and the West the con-
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duct of the representatives of the West was
very far from being what it ought to have been, not only as
regards mercantile business but also political relations. Even
yet the idea seems to be held by Western nations that the
countries of the East exist chiefly in order that they may
exploit their resources and enrich themselves without much
regard to the peoples most deeply concerned. Such conduct
is, of course, not to be held as an excuse for defects in the
conduct of Eastern peoples; but if it were kept in mind by
some of their critics they would be a little more charitable
towards them. Not a few of these critics never miss an
opportunity of painting the commercial morality of the
Japanese as darkly as possible, and comparing them un-
favourably, not only with the peoples of the West, but also